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TO HIS PATRONS. 
an 


Tae Medan of Eighteen Hundred T#enty-four, 
Invites the wishful News-Boy to your door. 
Each rolling year some new accession brings, 
T’ enrich the church below with heavenly things ; 
To spread the glory of the Son of God, — 
And purge the conscience with his precious blood. 
As truth prevails—as pure devotion reigns, 
The world, astonish’d, gazes and complains: 
No critic’s eye, we need ; no ‘ dogg’rel rhymes,” 
To represent the spirit of the times, 
Each carnal mind its own pollution shows, 
And frankly owns what every christian knovs, 
—The Saviour’s Deity—His sovereign grace, 
Are doctrines which it never can embrace. 
To saints the joyful privilege is given, 
To view their Saviour on the throne of Heaven ; 
His sceptre reaching to this lower maze, 
And causing ail things to subserve his praise. 


Law 


In Europe’s clime where monarchs build the 
thrones, 

By ‘ Holy League,’ upon the subjects’ bones : 
Where blood of armies, and the widow’s cries, 
Ascend to Him who sitteth in the skies ; 

The Lord of Sabb’ oth hears the long complaints, 
Against the natiors drank with blood of saints, 
To haughty nations blood for blood is given, 

Yet mercy mingles with the wrath of heaven ; 
AndO! what wondrous grace—the mighty Lord 
Wakes up his saints to send abroad his word, 

l'o make the gospel of his kingdom known, 

And teach the world obedience to the Son. 

See now the soldier from his dwelling torn, 

To die for kingly pride, and none to mourn ; 
Prays to his Saviour in the field of blood, 

And in his knapsack bears the word of God. 

O! happy doy, when heavenly truth shall shine, 
And bless the croping world with light divine, 
Exalt the lowly, clothe the proud with shame ; 
And every tongue confess to Jesus’ name. 


The christian church to heavenly glory bound, 
Tho’ marching thro’ this dark enchanted ground ; 
By slow decrees, forsakes the wilderness, 

Puts on her strength, and wears her heavenly dress. 
low dark the age when kings and priests combin’é 

To hold in earthly chains the heaven-born mind, 

To discipline the conscience with the sword, 

And slay mankind to make them serve the Lord ; 

To banish ‘alse relicions—arm the true 

With tury worse than pagans ever knew. 

When heathen victims sacrifie’d their blood, 

A moderate number satisfied the god ; 

Bat blood in torrents only could atone 

For disobedience to the papal throne ; 

Nor even blood : 

I 
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unless the victim ’s slain 

v crnel monsters in the shape of men. 

) Piedmont’s Vallies—(horrible to tell !) 
ight hundred thousand honest Vaudois fell, 
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| And all the christian world involv’d in woe, 
By him who claim’d the throne of God below. 


Who but the Lord could nourish and protect, 


| And send deliverance to his own elect, 


} 


| 


| First love to God, and afterwards to man ; 


} 


| 
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Conduct them through the furnace to his praise, 


annum, payable at the expiration of | Roll round the years and bring them happier days. 


In later times as light and truth ivcreas’d, 

From year to year this pious fury ceas’d, 

The Church, improv’di' knowledge, marches forth, 
And spreads her curtains wide from south to north, 
The western world is clad in lustre bright, 

And back again to east reflects the li_ ht. 

As years advance, the truth in purer rays, 

Its heavenly origin, and power displays, 

The diffrent sects to closer union draws, 

And binds them closer to the Saviour’s laws, 
Shows to the wounded heart a Saviour’s smile, 
And separates the precious from the vile. 

May christians soon to perfect men arrive, 

\nd primitive simplicity revive, 

Human inventions all be swept away, 

And saints united march the heavenly way— 
United—not in word, and gentle mien, 

Where secret prejudices lurk within, 

But firm united on the gospel plan, 


That love to God which quickens to obey, 
And wal with those who walk th’ appointed way. 


Now cast the eye around, and look abroad, 
Behold the fig-tree putting forth its bud ; 
The men who once intears the seed have borne, 2 


‘es, not yet comprised within any association. Par- 
‘tial returns have been received, by the Agent of the 
Convention, and have been annually published ; but 
they are necessarily incomplete. We presume, 
that we are within the truth, in reckoning 3500 
churches, 2500 ministers, and 300,000 communi- 
cants. We have no doubt, that the Baptists are, in 
effective strength, the most numerous denomination 
of Christians in this country. !n the state of New- 
York, there are abeut 500 churces, and 50,000 com- 
‘municants. In Kentucky, there are more than 400 
churches, and 30,000 communicants. Extensive 
revivals have been experienced during the last 
year, in various parts of the Union, and large addi- 
tions have been made to the Baptist churches, as 
well as to other denominations. —Col, Star. 
—— 

Savannah River Baptist Association, met at Beau- 
fort, S. C. on the 20th Novy. and adjourned on the 
23d. Letters were received from fifteen churches. 
The great importance of cordially uniting with the 
State Convention in promoting the education of pi- 
ous young men, and other objects, were recom- 
mended to the churches. 

State of the Churches. —Baptized 105 ; received 
by letter 95; dismissed 20 ; excommunicated 33 ; 
restored 10 ; dead 48 ; totalcommunicarts 2795 ; 
churches 24 ; ordained ministers 9. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


From the Christian Observer. 
“- HINTS TO MINISTERS. 


W hat though, Alas! the servants of the Lord, 
Fhe-pious Gelman, and4trmented Ward,” 
binvetefithe field below !—they ’re gone above, | 


To feast forever on the Saviour’s love, 


‘ 


In triumph now, with plenteous sheaves return ; rhe 
\ | 


ad 
4 


IT | While God’s own servants multiply below, 


And fruits immortal from their labours 


rs was tl 
an ; i ly was the 
rhe distant islands too their spices bring} ae Unat the 


| 


Perfume the chambers of their Sovereign King, ~ 
The joyful desafts blossom like the rose, 

And free salvation in abundance flows. 

Roll on this happy year ; unfold the sight, 

lo faith presented in prophetic light ; 

Pour thy rich blessings on the church below, 


| And let succeeding years the joys renew, 
| Till years shall cease—Till Christ the Lord shall 
| 


| 


come, 


Wind up the scene, and take his children home. 
Hartford, Jan. 1, 1824. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC, 


IE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. Ingersoll, in his recent Discourse before 
\merican Philosophical Society 


RELIGIOUS SECTS IN 


"I TY 
the 


' 
has made a calecu- 


‘lation of the numbers of the churches, Ministers. 
,xc. belonging to the leading sects of christians in 


the United States. The following facts are collect- 
ed, in part, from his Discourse : 

The Presbyterians have 1400 churches, about 
1000 ministers, and 100.000 communicants. 

The Episcopalians have 10 Bishops, 370 clergy- 
ymen, 700 churches, and probably 60 or 70,000 


fcommunicants. 
! 


| 
| 


worship, 3000 ministers and more than 300,000 
members. 

The Roman Catholics have 10 Bishoprics, be- 
tween 80 and 100 churches, and about 160 clergy- 
men. 
| It is difficult to form an exact estimate of the num- 
i ber of Baptists in this country.—They have formed 
jabout 170 associations, and there are many church- 


{ 
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a, ae | Continued. 


2. The second topic is, the inculcation of the doc- 


) \trines of the atonement and righteousness of Christ, 


to the exclusion of almost. every other topic.—To 
‘know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified,’ 
apostle’s determination, as it must be ours. 
apostle’s own conduct unquestionably shows 
that he comprehended in that brief definition a vast 
‘variety of topics subservient to his main design. 
| And | conceive we very inadequately fulfil the pur- 
port of the apostle’s expression, if we content our- 
selves with a perpetual display of one or two points 
in the comprehensive doctrine of the Cross, to the 
neglect or exclusion of those numerous introductory 
or subordinate truths which are absolutely necessa- 
ry to a just exposition, a clear understanding, anda 
| profitable application of the whole subject. I know 
i! ought to speak with caution, with peculiar caution, 
on this branch of our inquiry. The distinguishing 
‘character of our ministry, should be the doctrine of 
‘reconciliation.’ No other points should be so in- 
‘troduced as to afford room to any considerate hear- 
er to complain that ‘Christ crucified’ is not the 
prominent figure on the canvass. But I cannot for 
a moment doubt that it is our bounden duty to in- 
sist, also, on all those other scriptural truths which 
are necessary, in order to prepare the heart for 
receiving aright the doctrine of ‘ Christ crucified ;’ 
‘and which serve to trace that doctrine out into its 
consequences, and to guard it against abuse and mis- - 
apprehension. I must believe, while I have the 
Bible before me, that the being and attributes of 
God; the evidences of Christianity ; the reason- 
ableness and responsibility of man ; the spirituality 
‘and obligation of the holy law of God, its awful 


The Methodists have more than 2500 places of sanction and eternal authority ; the offices of con- 


science ; the doctrine of repentance and conversion 
'to God ; the influences of the Holy Spirit ; the ne- 
cessity of regeneration ; the effects of faith in puri- 
fying the heart and overcoming the world; the 
properties of gratitude, love, joy, and peace; the 
nature of prayer and communion with God ; togeth- 
‘er witha variety of similar points, are essential, 
| though subordinate, parts of that pregnant expres- 
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sion, ‘Jesus Christ and him crucified ;’ and are,;religion. The whole Bible is hortatory. And ) structions, both in public and private. 
like the shades or the grouping of the figures in a|those who expound the truths whicfi'relate to the |the purifying tendency of the doctrines 
painting, absolutely necessary to the illustration of inability of man, and the power of divine grace, so| their own hearts, and wish to promote t 
the main subject of the piece. In fact, it has often'as to lead them to relax in their efforts to arouse|on the hearts of ethers. The defect in their system 
appeared to me, (for I cannot be silent where | con- and alarm impenitent sinners, and to entreat and/ appears to me to be this, that they do not follow 
ceive truth to be concerned,) that a perpetual and |urge them to fly for refuge to the hope of mercy in|the Scripture into the detail of Christian duties 
somewhat wearisome repetition of a few topics, con- |Christ Jesus, appear to me greatly to misunderstand| They are satisfied with general and very partial 
veyed chiefly in certain current, but not very per- |the whole subject. How such ministers can flatter| views of sanctification. They do not insist on the 
spicuous, phrases, is a very inadequate way of giv- themselves that they shall escape the doom of the | regulation of the temper, and the government of the 
ing instruction even on the exclusive points which | unfaithful watchman, (Ezek. xxxiil. 7—9.) I know) passions. They do not descend, with the Apostle 
are thus insisted on. The method pursued in the | not. to the special duties of every relation of life. and - 
apostolic writings, is that to which I would ever| 4. The fourth particular I mentioned was, an force on the husband and wife, the father and child 
adhere. There I observe simplicity and grandeur excessive endeavour to produce comfort to the minds the master and servant, the governor and subject, 
united in exhibiting the doctrine of a Saviour. lof those who are considered as sincere Christians.—| the appropriate injunctions of the Sacred Scriptures. 
There I see no unmeaning repetitions, no declama- | hat consolation is a most important part of the The practical part of the Bible is a field which the ' 
tory efforts ; but the great and mysterious subject is | effect which Christian doctrine ought te produce, ! do not cultivate. The consequence is, that the un- 
unfolded in all its bearings ; is accompanied with most readily admit. The character of our Lord derstandings of many Christians are not adequately 
pressing exhortations to obedience ; is relieved by was eminent for tenderness. ‘The spirit of St. Paul informed on tnese subjects, nor their consciences 
all those numerous topics with which it stands con-| was as compassionate as it was elivated. Thecom-|directed. I need not say what must, in spite of the 
nected; is placed in its just light, and guarded forter, is the distinguishing name of the blessed Spirit best principles and feelings, be the effects on their 
against the misapprehensions of the ignorant and li- of God. But I object to the theology which I am tempers and lives. Ithas always appeared to me 
centious. When I compare with this method, the now reviewing, that it aims to administer comfort in that if a minister is to amplify the doctrinal parts of 
jejune theology of which I now complain, I do not| what appears to me an unsafe and unscriptural man- the word of God, he is likewise te unfold the practi- 
for an instant doubt which is best calculated to in-/ner. Its tendency is, to make joy and confidence ‘cal ; that if he bestow five or six sermons on each of 
form the understanding, and to sway the heart. ithe almost exclusive test ofa right state of mind. | the three first chapters of the Epistle to the Ephe- 
3. Afurther branch of this system, is, the omit- It proposes topics of consolation far too indiscrimin-|sians, he should bestow as many on each of the 
ting directly to address the unconverted, and to call |ately, and often to many, very many persons, who three last ; that if it be God’s appointed means of 
them to repentance and jaith.—1 am aware that some |are least of all entitled to consolation. It appears producing faith and love to expound the one, itis e- 
persons would be unwilling to admit the truth of/to forget, that there are occasions when contrition qually his appointed means of producing holy obedi- 
this observation. They imagine that they do preach and sorrow should penetrate the heart. The con- ence to enforce the other. I am aware that it is more 
to the impenitent. But in what way? Do they |sequence is, that that species of instruction which | difficult to compose a sermon on a specific topic of 


They feel 
they love in 
hat tendency 


: : 4 , > . . ; 
fully set before them the offers of mercy in Christ) would lead to a careful scrutiny of the heart and duty, sincerity for instance, or the forgiveness of in- 


Jesus, and urge them by every argument to accept life, is almost entirely overlooked, and the whole juries, than on the general doctrines of the grace of 
of those offers? Do they explain the nature, and system seems framed for producing ease of mind at God ; nor am I ignorant, that such discourses would 
press upon them the duty, of true repentance ?/almost any rate. A cautious train ef scriptural evi- be considered by the disciples of the school on 
Do they address men as reasonable creatures, with dence with respect to our state and character, is but) which | am now animadverting, as dry and legal ; but 
the same earnestness and importunity on the sub- little inculcated, and the perpetual endeavour seems surely, these considerations should have no weight 
ject of religion, as they would on any point which to be to excite joy, by excluding topics of anxiety, with any one, who remembers aright, that, ‘“ if he 
affected their temporal interests? Do they em- and by violently urging on the attention, the promi- yet pleases men, he is not the servant of Christ.”— 
ploy the doctrine of the fall of man, and of his con- | ses and privileges of true Christians. This method, ‘The case is, in my view, so perfectly plain, that it 
sequent inability to do any thing spiritually good, as I cannot consider as either wise or necessary. is unnecessary to say another word upon it. 
the means of exciting him to pray to God for those Comfort thus injudiciously administered, is like a} 6. I pass on to the next point on which I am to 
sacred influences of his Spirit by which alone he can cordial, which may for a time exhilarate the spirits, touch—an unscriptural and highly dangerous view 
be enabled sincerely to repent and believe the Gos- but which infallibly injuries the general habit, and of the coctrine of final perseverance.—T his language 
pel? ‘prepares the way for proportienate depression. is strong, but I think not stronger than the occasion 
Do they display to their hearers the willingness True and abiding peace is of another character, requires. The doctrine of final perseverance, I 
of God to bestow his Holy Spirit on them that ask more slow in its growth, indeed, but more valuable am inclined to believe, not because | find it very 
him, as an inducement to enter seriously on the in its properties, and more holy in its effects. It is broadly laid in the Holy Scriptures, but because | 
work of religion? Do they untold the holy law of like health in the natural body, which may be con- am of opinion that it may be fairly deduced from 
God, for the purpose, of leading them to form just sidered as the effect of which arises from part of the the declarations and promises of the gospel ; from 
views of their own character, and of their need of frame regularly discharging its proper functions, the tenor of the covenant of grace; from the ex- 
repentance and faith?) Do ihey thus ‘ ¢ommend and not as the disorderly and fitful produce of'astim- amples of the saints in holy writ; and from the 
themselves to every man’s conscience in the sight ulating application. If, indeed, all those to whom whole scheme and bearing of Divine truth. i 
of God?” I fear, that by the persons who have sources of consolation are thus perpetually proposed know, Mr. Editor, that you profess to stand on neu- 
imbibed the general views | am now considering, were humble, watchful, and obedient believers in tral ground on this and one or two other topics on 
few, if any, of these points are attended to except in the Son of God, my present objection would have which | have expressed my sentiments in this pa- 
avery slight and cursory manner ; and that they less weight ; but when we recollect that these con- per ; and I trust, any language I may use will not 
not only in practice omit all direct addresses to the solatory topics are most eagerly received by the be considered as at all entrenching on the general 
ungodly, but in theory condemn such cxhortations young, the worldly minded, the inconsistent, the principles of your work. {must be permitted, then, 
asunscriptural. ‘They are, without doubt, glad that disobedient, the presumptuous, | may leave it to to concede to the persons whose system | am now 
the unconverted should hear their sermon on the your reflecting readers to judge of the mischief considering, the truth of this doctrine. But is it, 
grace and love of Christ ; they judge it expedient which must follow. [have been much grieved te therefore, tobe perpetuaily and rashly propounded ? 
to denounce upon them the aw ful sentence of the hear the language which private Christians as well Is it to be abstractedly and coldly asumed as an ax- 
violated law ; they will offer up sincere and fervent as ministers occasionally use, in their endeavours to iom ? Is it to be stripped of all the circumstances in 
prayers for their salvation ; but they do not, at least’ comfort those whom they admit to have committed which it is to be clothed in the Holy Scriptures, and 
they do not frequenily and fully, entreat men, with sins. But I will not trast myself to speak on this taken out, naked and unguarded, to be exposed to 
St. Panl, ‘to be reconciled to God ;” they donot subject. [hope 1 may have mistaken their mean- | the gaze of every beholder? Is there any one doc- 
directly exhort men, as St. Peter did Simon Magus, ing. |trine of the bible which may not become suspicions, 
to “* repent of their wickedness ;” they do not in} I shall have said enough on this branch of my and even dangerous, if it be separated from all the 
their Master’s name, ‘* command’’ men to * repent.) inquiry, if | am distinctly understood to object, doctrines with which it stands connected? I must 
and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance;’’, not to topics of consolation when soberly treated, confess that 1 think immense mischief will be done, 
they do not call on men to ‘strive to enter in at! nor even to strenuons and animated endeavours to if the crude and intemperate views of this doctrine, 
the straight gate ;°’ they do not say, ‘“‘ Awake, thou|cheer the fainting Christian, when circumstances: which, I know, are taken by some very pious 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead.’ I cannot) appear to require them, but to the perpetual and persons, should, unhappily gain ground. To hear 
imagine a more material defect than this, in the dis-| indiscriminate effort to produce consolation, and such unwarranted and unqualified declarations as 
charge of the high office of ** the ministry of recon- | confidence, and joy, in almest every variety ofchar- these: ‘* One spark of grace can never be lost ;” 
ciliation ;"’—a ministry which has for its design, its, acter and situation. ‘‘if we once believe, we are safe for eternity ;” 
principal design, to treat with rebel man, with a view 5. Lcome now tothe fifth point which I have‘ God may leaye his people to fail foully ;”’ (1 use 
to his return to God in Christ Jesus. I consider | laid down—a mere/y slight and general! explication of the terms I have myself heard adopted.) ‘* however 
this as a most important, and even vital question. the duties of obedience.—Those whose minds are far you may depart from God, you will be brought 


If this fatal misapprehension should unhappily) finged with the errors | have detailed, uniformly fail, back again ;’’ is something more than indefensi- 


spread, the effects will soon become too visible in here. I donot charge them with directly denying ble ; it is, in my judgment, perfectly frightful.— 
the state of our families, and our parishes. Sure-' the obligation of the moral law on Christians as a Such statements appear entirely to overlook the 
ly, ifthere be any one point, which more clearly rule of life. I donot charge them with intention-| important consideration, that even supposing each of 
than another may be inferred from the obvious and | ally separating the holiness of the Gospel from its! them to be in itself true, their just use is connected 
uniform tenor of Holy Scripture, it is this ; that) privileges. 1 believe they are free from these se-| with the previous question, whether we are really 
man, thongh a fallen creature, isto be addressed di-| rious imputations. I know, in many cases, that an| believers in Christ ; and that this previous ques- 
rectly and importunately on all the high duties of |eminently holy sympathy is propagated by their in-,tion involves an investigatioa of our whole charac- 
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ter and conduct. What then can be more perni- 
cjous than a perpetual detail of propositions, easily 
remembered and greedily retained, which are de- 

endent for their truth on many most important and 
difficult antecedent inquiries ; especially if, whilst 
these apothegms are familiary, and even sometimes, 
as I think, flippantly uttered, much of the cautiona- 
ry and alarming language of Scripture, 1s either 
wholly omitted, or feebly enforced? Surely, a 
scriptural view of this doctrine must be consistent 
with all the other parts of the Sacred Volume from 
which it is deduced. Surely every warning, every 
threatening, all the exhortations to watchfulness, all 
the denunciations on those who draw back unto per- 
dition, all the dangers from the world and the flesh, 
all the details of the Christian conflict, all the fear- 
ful examples of those who have departed from the 
faith, are as much to find a place in our instructions, 
as those particular promises on which the hope of 
our perseverance rests. Without this, it is easy to 
see that the complexion of the doctrine, as it stands 
in the Holy Scripture, may be totally different from 
what ii is as exhibited by its interpreter. This will 
appear in a stronger light if we consider that it is 
by salutary fear, holy self-distrust, eager vigilance, 
continual self-examination, and by the influence of 
all those principles which are calculated to move a 
creature like man ina state of probation, that it 
pleases God to accomplish his own purposes in the 
galvation of his faithful people. ‘To omit, there- 
fore, the means, whilst we hurry on to the end, is, 
as I conceive, a presumptuous tempting of God. It 
is proceeding on the fatal mistake of first taking for 
granted what the secret will of God is, and then ac- 
ting on that assumption to the neglect, at least to 
the comparative neglect, of those means by which 
alone God brings man to final salvation. The scrip- 
tural method appears to me to be, to encourage, as 
occasion may require, the humble aud diligent Chris- 
tian in his conflict by the cheering promises of God ; 
to animate him to persevering efforts by the hope, 
of protection and deliverance : and to fill his mind 
with admiring gratitude and fervent devotedness, by 
elevated views of the condescension and faithfulness 
of his Redeemer in the covenant of grace. There 
are some judicious remarks on this subject, in Mr. 
Simeon’s preface to his ‘* Helps to Composition ;”’ 
to which I refer your readers. 


To be continued. 
oe 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 
Duty of Parents. 

While the attention of Christians is generally di- 
rected to the various methods of doing good, which 
distinguish the present day, there is yet one subject 
which I think is too much neglected. I mean the 
duty of parents in restraining their Children. When 
I see the children of professors riding abroad for 
pleasure, or assembling for vain amusements, on the 
evening of the Lord’s-day, | exclaim with the Roman 
orator, ‘**Otempora! O mores!” O the times ! 
Othe manners! From this painful view | turn to 
the history of the Patriarchalage. I hear the Most 
High commending the father of the faithful in the 
following language. ‘* 1 know him, that he will com- 
mand his children, and his honsehold after him, and 
they shall keep the way ofthe Lord, to do justice 
and judgment.”? ‘* The first form of government 


The father had a natura) claim upon the affections 
and the obedience ofhis children. They were uni- 
ted to him by sacred and indissoluble ties. Man is 
not happy alone : in every period of life he stands 
connected with others ; and his interests are linked 
with theirs. In society there must be a head, a 
leader, a guide, to whom the eve can look up, and 
upon whom the heart canrely. In the earliest state 
of nature man felt the force of this truth ; and who 
could appear to him so suited for this office, and so 
capable of this responsibility, as the friend, and ** the 
guide of his youth.” Where conld they select one 
so attached to their persons, to their interests, and 
to their general welfare ? The honds of nature 
were strengthened by those ofthe judzment, »nd its 
obligations confirmed by choice. 
the heart were ratified by the understanding ; 
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yielded reverence to their age, attachment to their 
tenderness, and obedience to their requisitions.— 
Providence conspired with nature to compel them to 
hold the will of a parent sacred ; and the punish- 
ment of Cain, the disobedient and the murderer, 
would ever be before the eyes of the first race of 
mankind. Even in a later age, Esau, abandoned as 
he was to work all iniquity with greediness, and de- 
terred by no sense of shame from the commission 
of evil, when he had it in his heart te murder his 
brother, resolved to wuit till the days of mourning 
for his father should be accomplished, who appar- 
ently was gradually sinking into the grave. The 
sons of Jacob, when they sold their brother, presu- 
med not to enter into their father’s presence, but 
with a tale to deceive him: they did not dare to risk 
the dreadful crime of bringing down his grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave, openly and avowedly.— 
And time aided these impressions of reverence 
which nature dictated, and Providence confirmed, 
and custom established. In that early period, when 
the years of a man’s life were extended to so great 
a length, the exercise of parental authority reached 
tu several generations. Paternal dignity acquired 
strength by years. The most tender affections 
were chastened by the most awful respect. The 
younger laid their hand upon their mouth, and were 
silent before venerable age ; and they said, ‘* Days 
should speak, and the multitude of years should 
teach wisdom.’ Blessed rule! which perpetually 
held in view the interests of those who voluntarily 
submitted to its directions. Blessed government! 
where the father was the prince, where parental 
affection softened patriarchal authority, and where 
filial love was blended with cheerful snbmission, 
and with respectful obedience.’’* 

But has this blessed rule been exemplified in 
every family? Let the scriptures answer—‘ I have 
told Eli, that I will judge his house forever, for the 
iniquity which he knoweth : because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not.” 1 
Sam. iii. 13. The pious Scott has made the follow- 
ing practical observations upon the*history of Eli. 
‘The neglect of properly educating children, and 
the indulgence of their wayward inclinations, is a sin 
which God severely chastises in his own people ; 
because it seems toimply a contempt of his authority 
and special favour, and a disregard to his glory, as 
well as to their immortal souls ; and because it tends 
to the most fatal abuses and apostacies, and to the 
utter decay of true religion. None are generally 
more abandoned characters than the degenerate off- 
spring of pious persons, when they have broken 
through all the restraints of shame, conscience, and 
regard to character : and thus the cause of religion 
suffers, both in losing those families which were its 
support, and in the prejudice which their base con- 
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justified, except he were circumcised, and kept the 
law of Moses. 

Antinomians, in these early days, maintained that 
faith precluded the necessity of geod works ; and in 
opposition to their licentious tenet, the Epistle of 
St. James was evidently written, urging the expedi- 
ency of personal obedience. 

The Gospel and Epistles of St. John were par- 
ticularly directed against those heretics, who may 
be classed under the general appellation of Gnos- 
tics, and who, among many other absurdities, de- 
nied the godhead of our blessed Lord and Master. 
This error, like a malignant germen, finding a lux- 
uriant soil in the human heart, afterwards grew to 
full maturity, and has been transmitted to our day by 
Arius and the two Socini. 

‘The Gnostics were a sect of supercilious phi- 
losophers, who endeavoured to incorporate their 
vain philosophy with the divine doctrine of Chris- 
tianity. They assumed the name of Gnostics, or 
persons of superior understanding, and proudly ar- 
rogated to themselves the possession of all wisdom. 
According to the opinion of these Oriental sages, the 
world was created by a malevolent being ; and sup- 
posing that rational souls were imprisoned, by the 
power of malignant genii or spirits, in corrupt mat- 
ter in which all evil resided, contrary to the will of 
the Supreme Deity ; they expected that he would 
send amessenger upon earth, invested with Divine 
authority, to rescue miserable mortals from the 
chains of those tyrants and usurpers. Perceiving 
the miracles wrought by Christ and his followers, 
they concluded that he was the messenger which 
they expected, and therefore they were induced to 
embrace Christianity, or rather to corrupt the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of Christ and his apostles in such 
a manner as to reconcile them with their own phi- 
losophical tenets. They denied the divinity of 
Christ, whom they affirmed to be an eon, or emana- 
tion from the Deity, sent frum the pleroma, or hab- 
itation of the everlasting Father, to deliver virtuous 
and heavenborn souls from the evil principle of cor- 
rupt matter, and the empire of wicked spirits. They 
likewise denied that he was clothed with a real 
body, or that he really suffered, for the sake of 
mankind, the pains and sorrows, which in the sa- 
cred history he is said to have sustained ; and as- 
serted that these things were only in appearance. 
rom their dislike to matter, they rejected the doc- 
trine of the resurrection ; and disowned the author- 
ity of the Old Testament, because the account 
therein given of the creation contradicted the ridi- 
culous fictions of their vain philosophy. 

This sect branched itself into many others, who 
assumed the names of their respective leaders ; the 
most distinguished of whom was Cerinthus, who 
mixed something of Judaism, and many of his own 


duct excites in the mfhds of beholders.”’ 

** And what an awful lesson is here for parents, | 
who are tempted to connive at the first appearance 
of vice intheir children! Let them reflect on Eli’s| 
‘death, on the still more dreadful condition of his| 
isons, on the dying agonies and sorrows of Phinehas’s | 
|wife, on the slanghter of Israel, the ark taken cap- | 


g 
itive, the glory departed, and Shiloh forsaken ; and| 
let them tremble to think ‘* how great a matter a| 
little fire kindleth.”’ 

Christian Parents. may you have grace to bring! 


‘of the Lord,”’ that by so doing you may both save 
| yourselves and your offspring. 
OmICcRON. 
* Collyer’s Lectures. 
———— 
For the Christian Secretary. 
ON ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 
Continued. 
HERESIES. 
It is a melancholy reflection, that Error, that 
\fearful hydra. soon reared its hundred heads in the 
church of God. Hymenaus and Philetus gave an 


monstrous opinions, with the doctrine of the Gnos- 
tics. And the Nicolaitaines, against whose notions 


and practices there is such an awful interdict in the 


book of the Revelation, appear to have been Gnos- 
tics, as far as history affords us any light upon the 
subject, who incorporated with their own heresy the 
doctrine of polygamy ; ora plurality of wives. 
Simon Magus cannot properly be considered as 
an heretic, as he renounced the whole of Christian- 
ity, and sect himself in opposition to Christ, pretend- 


ing that in his person resided th rer 
opiate —_ at nt Sep ; Se Ons e most powerful 
appears to have been the parental and patriarchal. jup your children ‘‘ in the nurture and admonition | 


of the Divine cons, and that he was the Great Pow- 

er of God, sent to deliver mankind from the thral- 

dom of matter. Menander has been supposed, by 

some ancient writers, to have been his disciple, pro- 

bably because the blasphemous notions he held cor- 

responded with the system of that infamous magician. 
(To be continued, ) 


‘early proof, in their own example, how liable the 
'mind is to be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
in Christ. The doctrine of a sinner’s justification 


The decisions of| by the merits of a Redeemer, was soon tainted by 
and| the Pharasaical leaven of these judaizing teachers. 


in those early ages, the characters of the parent,| who crept into the church of Galatia. and subverted 


and of the patriar h, were blended. Their children|the faith of many, affirming that a man could not be | quaintance should be obtained, with the location 


We this day publish a list of the Baptist Churches 
and Ministers in this state, with their location. As 
the late Baptist Missionary Society of the state, com- 
posed of individuals from different parts of the state 
is dissolved, and its concerns meiged in the Con- 
vention of the Baptist Churches in this state and vi- 
cmity, it becomes desirable that an intimate 
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and situation of each church. The objects design- 
ed by the convention are developed in their consti- 
tution and circular lately published in this paper, 
(and a number of copies sent to each church in the 
state.) “To supply the destitute parts of the state 
~with the preached Gospel, and aid those churches 
who are without the stated administration of the 
word and ordinances of God’s House, “‘ to strength- 
enthe things that remain,’’ and ‘set in order the 
things that are wanting’’yin our churches, are among 
the objects embraced Dytthe Convention.. To et- 


tHE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


and Tract Societies, Sunday schools, and the spirit 
roused of late tending to the ingathering of the chil- 
dren of Jacob to the true Messiah, connected with 
the prayers and efforts of the pious ofevery denom- 
ination of Christians, and the success attendant on 
these efforts, and the answers aflorded to these pray- 
ers, are sure presages that the Lord is about to ful- 
fil his gracious declarations relative to the calling in 
of the Jews with the fulness of the Gentiles. Ina 
retrospect of the labours of the church of Jesus in 


} : iherseveral departments, we have abundant occa-|V 
~fect these desirable objects, the Board of the Con-|sion of gratitude and praise, and have reason like 


vention, at their late meeting held at Mansfield, ap- | the apostle, to ‘thank God and take courage.’’—— 
pointed Brethren the Rev. Jonathan Goodwin, Oli-| Let each individual so far as opportunity presents 


ver Wilson, and William Bentley, to travel and visit 
so far as practicable each church in the state, during 
the present year, to acquaint them with the objects 
of the Convention and endeavour to secure the uni- 
versal co-operation ofall our brethren in the diffu- 
sion of Christian knowledge. It was truly gratify- 
ing to see so full a delegation from our churches in 
the state and vicinity at the late meeting for the 
adoption of the Constitution in this city, and the 


%,. disposition since manifested by many who were 


os 


be 
\S 


providentially prevented from attending at that 
meeting, to unite with this body, we consider a 
pledge of the future success of the plans of the con- 
vention for doing good. 

Unity of action as well as design are requisite in 
order to the attainment of any desirable object.— 
Holding as we du to the independence of each 
church in her discipline as essential to the preser- 
vation of the Gospel model, we as a denomination 
ever have, and we hope ever shall, watch with a 
godly jealousy every attempt. however specious in 
appearance, to impose on the churches anyyoke of 
bondage by which the apostolic order and primitive 
purity of the church may be marred. Yet while 
we lay the doctrine of the independence of each 
church at the foundation, we are taught by Scrip- 
ture and experience that such an union as this con- 
vention, contemplates may be highly beneficial, and 
is called for by the exigence of the times. Assocla- 
tions have been formed of separate, distinct, and in- 
dependent churches, maintaining the same faith and 
order, solely for their mutual edification, disclaim- 
ing any power in such bodies, to interfere with the 
discipline of its members. ‘the General Conven- 
tion of the Baptist denomination in the United States 
was formed in 1814 for the purpose of sending the 
Gospel to the destitute, and promoting the cause of 
truth by the education of pious indigent members of 
our churches called to the work of the Gospel min- 
istry. Much good has been already accomplished 


by the labours of that Convention, as the missions Wallingford, Rev. Sedgwick Rice. 


| 


cant. 
and Northington, Rev. S. 8. Nelson, and Pierpont 


cant. 


examined ‘*‘ the signs ofthe times.’’. The religious 
publications of the day are messengers of glad ti- 
dings. By them we learn that God is at work on 
our right hand and on our left, from the east and 


from the west, from the north and from the south,, 


we hear of the conquests of his mighty hand. The 
powerful operation of his spirit is transforming the 
heathen of Burmah—the idolaters of India—the de- 
graded African—the superstitious Mabommedan— 
The barbarians of the north, and the untutored na- 
tives of the west, into fellow citizens with the saints 
and the household of God. The Lord has given 
the word of his salvation, and great is the multitude 


uf those whom he has raised up to publish it, and| 


great is the success with which he is crowning the 
messengers of his salvation to the ends of the earth. 
However extended or however limited our sphere 
of operations may be, as individuals or as commu- 
nities, we are called upon to occupy with diligence 
and zeal till our Lord shall come. May all of us be 
found faithful stewards, that we may be able to 
stand before him with joy and not with grief at his 
appearing. 
List of Baptist Churches and Ministers in the State of 
Connecticut, i823. 
HARTFORD COUNTY. 
Tlartford, Rev. Elisha Cushman. 


Berlin, Va- 
Bristol, Rev. Isaac Merriam. 


Canton 


Brockett.® Manchester, Rev. Isaac Dwinell. 
Kast-Windsor, Vacant. Enfield, Jeremiah F. 
Brydges. Granby, Vacant. Southington, Va- 
Suffield, 1st church, Rev. Asahel Morse, 
2d church, Henry Archibald. Wethersfield, Rev. 
Seth Ewer, and William Bentley. Windsor, Ast 


church, Rev. Augustus Bolles$ 2d church, Vacant. 


NEW-HAVEN COUNTY. 
New-Haven, Key. Benjamin M. Hill.” 

ford, Rey. Samuel West. 

Miller. 


Guil- 
Meriden, Rev. Samuel 
North-Haven, Rey. Oliver Wilson. 

Waterbury, 


in Burmah and among the aborigines in our own!) 15¢ church, Rev. Jesse Frost, 2d church, Rey. Sam- 


western forests testify. 
the convention to a number of those whom God has 
called to the work of preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom we trust has and will be the means of great 
and solid advantage to the church and society at 
large. Besides the formation of this Convention 
has brought to an intimate acquaintance, brethren 
located at the most remote parts of our country, 
who before had a very limited knowledge of each 
other. By this means a universal acquartance is 
formed with the state of our Zion in all her disper- 
sions. ‘The formation of state conventions to hold 


a correspondeuce with the General Convention and | « 
one ite ar » thoirena an . poem lg . — _ 

to aid its objects, by their counsel, prayers, and pe-| Elihu Cheese 

Thus while each | 

Church is represented in the State Convention. | 


cuniary means, is quite desirable. 


they will have an opportunity of sending their del- 
egates from the state to the General Convention, & 
aunity of action as well as object may be secured. 
‘Thus while no other bond unites us than our love 
to the Saviour, and desire to promote his declarative 
glory, wee may come up unitedly tothe help of 
the Lord against the mighty. Withthese views we 
cannot but hope each of our churches, however 
weak, or strong, will unite with the state conven- 
tion, and send up their delegates at the next annua! 
meeting of the Convention on the 24 Wednesday in 
June next. 
the world compared with whatit was 30 years ago, 
ve are constrained to say ‘ What hath God 
wrought °” The institution of Missionary, Bible. 


And the aid afiorded by| 


When we consider the present state of 


uel Potter. Woodbridge, Rev. Henry Lines. 


NEW-LONDON COUNTY. 


2 . ‘ae . 
New-London, Rey. Ebenezer Loomis. Col- 


chester, Ist church, Rey. William Palmer, 2d church 
Vacant. 


Griswold, Rey. Culeb Reed. Gro- 


ton, Ist church, Rev. 8. G, Wightman, 2d church, 


Rev. Roswell 


Borrows. Lisbon, Rev. Amos 
Reed. 


Lyme, Ist church Vacant, 2d church Va- 
Potter. 


North Sh nington, Ist 


church, Rev. J. Miner, 2d church, Rev. A. Miner, jevening the 


Preston, Rev. Levi Meech, Rev. Mr. Walker. A 

sulem, Rev. Eliphalet Killam. Stonington, Rev. 

brough., Waterford, Rev. Zadoc 

Darrow, Francis Darrow, Rey. E. Kh. Warren.” 

Waterford and Montville, Nev. Jonathan Ames. 
FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 

Fairfield, Ney. Asa Bronson,“Rev. Daniel Wild- 
man. Danbury, Ist church, Rev. Nathan Bulk- 
ley, 2d church, George Benedict. Greenwich, 
Rev. Nathaniel Finch, Rey. David Peck. New- 
town, Rey. John Sherman. Ridgefield, Vacant. 
North Stamford, Rev. Henry Hait. Stamford, 
Rev. John Ellis. Wilton, Rev. Levi Dikeman. 

LITCHFIELD COUNTY. 

Tatchfield, Vacant. Colebrook, 1st church 
Rev. Rufus Babcock, 2d church, Rev. Erastus 
Doty.~ Cornwall, Rev. Asa Talmadge. New 
Hartford, Rev. Tubal Wakefield.” = New-Milford, 
Rev. Eleazer Beecher. Warren, Rev. Ananias 
Derthick. Rowvbury, Rev. Seth highy” 


WINDHAM COUN Ty. 

Ashford, ist church, Rey. E. Skinner, 2d church 
Vacant, 3d church, Vacant. Hampton, Rey, 
John Paine” — Killingly, Rev. Calv in Cooper. 
Lebanon, Rev. Esek Brown. Wansfield, Rey, 
Jonathan Goodwin. Plainfield, 1st church, Rey. 
Nathaniel Cole, Rev. Loring Crosby Poufret, 
Rev. James Grow.” Sterling, Rev. George W. 
Appleton. Thompson, 1st church Vacant. 
Woodstock, 1st church John Nichols, 2d church 

acant, 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, 

Middletown, ist church Rev. J. A. Boswell, 
Rev. Enoch Green, Rey. Enoch Green, jun. 24 
church Rey. Frederick Wichtman, 3d church Va- 
cant. Chatham, Rev. William Welch, Solomon 
Wheat. East-Haddam, Rev. Simeon Dickerson. 
Haddam, Rev. Simon Shaler.” — Killingworth, 
Rev. Nathaniel Wildman.” Saybrook, ist church 
Vacant, 2d church Rev. Asa Wilcox. 

TOLLAND COUNTY. 

Tolland, Vacant. /Indover, Vacant. 
ford, ist church, Rev. Samuel Bloss. 
Jonathan Pasko. Willington, Rev. David Lilla- 
i bridge. Dever, 2d church Vacant. Sandis- 
field, Israel Keach. Amenia, Caleb P. Wilson. 
| North East, John Buttolph. Freeman Hopkins. 

The 4 last mentioned churches belong to the 
Hartiord Association , though out of the state. 

anatiijidiees 

ap Subscribers and Agents for the Christian 
Secretary, who have not settled for the same for 
the current year, are hereby informe d, that a Com- 
miltee have been appointed by the Baptist Conven- 
tion, to audit the accounts of this office, which ren- 
ders it necessary that all indebted should pay the 
balance as soonas practicable. 


Staf- 
2d church 


—<j>—— 
MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Horace Wells, of Berlin, to Miss 
Pamela Sedgwick. 

At New-London, Mr. Thomas P. Trott, to Miss Susan 
Griffin. 

At North-Stonington, Mr. Ephraim Hewitt, to Miss 
Eliza Prentice. 

At Preston, Maj. Paul Harvey, to Miss Margaret 
Fitch. 

At Middietown, Mr. Epaphras Clark, to Miss Sarah 
Hall. 

At Chatham, Mr. Halsey Hubbard, to Miss Eliza 
Shepard. 


At Berlin. Mr. C. M. Doolittle, of New-Haven, to 
| Miss A. D. Hart. 


— = 
DIED, 
In this city Mr. Henry Pledger, aged 21. 
At Windsor on the 39th ult. Mr. Samue! Brown, 38. 
—— 
NOTICE. 

The annual meeting of the Stockholders of the 
Connecticur River Steam Boar Company, will 
be held at Morgan’s Coffee House, in Hartford, on 
Wednesday the 21st inst. at 2 o’clock P. M. 

J. B. HOSMER, Secretary. 

Hartford, Jan. 3d 1824. 

ap 


JUBAL SOCIETY. 


‘ ih ‘ , “ ; | The annual meeting of the Jubal Sor rely, for the choice 
cant. Montville, Rev. Reuben Palmer. Norwich, | of office 
i Rey. ‘I homas 


) rs and the transaction of other necessary business, 
twill be held at Morgan’s Coffe House, on Wednesday 
7th inst. athalf past 6 Welock. A gene ral at- 

| fendance is requested. 
Per order of the President, 
jtEORGE W. BOLLES, Sec’ry. 


Hartford, January 2d, 824. 


SUMMARY. 


The Board of Health of Philadelphia reports the deaths 
of 132 persons, during the week ending on the 27th De- 
cember. Thirty-three persons died of small pox—17 
adults and 16 children. 

The Revenve.—F rom the statement of the Register ot 
the Trevsury, it appears that the whole amount of money, 
received during the year, ending September 30th, 1823, 
the duties on inports and tonnage, amounted to $23,932- 
114 24—the tonnage duties were only $123,103 07. Of 
the sum total, New-York paid 9,958,119 91; Philadel- 
phia, 3,594,624 43; Boston, 4,517,726 O01; Baltimore, 
1,256,147 69; Norfolk, 151,352 59 ; Charleston, 
392 92; Savannah, 284,262 73; New-Orleans, 904,791 
14 —Com. Adv. 

The Liverpool Advertiser of the 15th of November 
says,—An American ship, with crew and passengers, 


i 
| 
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bout 150 in number, was wrecked near Cape Le Hogue 
in the late gale, and not more than 50 were saved. 


